ASCC Arts and Humanities Subcommittee 2
Unapproved Minutes
Friday, Jan. 24th, 2025		        								Zoom
Attendees:  Bitters, Crocetta, Diles, Köhnlein, Mick, Podalsky, Steele
Agenda
1) Approval of 1/10/24 minutes
a) Diles, Köhnlein; unanimously approved.

2) Music 6850 (new course)
a) Comment: The Subcommittee asks that the department rephrase the course’s prerequisite in curriculum.osu.edu (under “Prerequisites and Exclusions; prerequisites/corequisites) to “graduate standing in the School of Music and Permission of Instructor”, as graduate students do not have majors.
b) Recommendation:  The Subcommittee recommends that the department include in the syllabus a brief explanation of what constitutes a “satisfactory” grade in each of the course’s assignments.
c) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the department remove or review the links to the GTA Toolkit, Midterm Survey, and other resources from the Drake Institute (syllabus p. 2-3), as many of the links are currently broken.
d) Köhnlein, Diles; unanimously approved with two recommendations (in italics above) and one comment.

3) CLLC 3191 (new course)
a) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the Center provide additional detail about what types of activities will constitute the Intercultural Development Plan so that students can have a better idea of how much time they will need to spend on this assignment (syllabus p. 10).
b) Recommendation:  The Subcommittee recommends that the Center consider inverting the percentages of the final grade that are assigned to the Intercultural Development Inventory and the Intercultural Development Plan, as it seems that the latter will require more work by students.
c) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the Center rectify the discrepancies in the syllabus regarding the percentage of coursework that is online vs. in person.  On p. 3 of the syllabus, the course is described as being both 40% online and 46% online.
d) [bookmark: _Hlk175843382]Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the Center use the most recent version of the Diversity Statement (syllabus, p. 14-15), which was updated in AU 24 with additional protected categories.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
e) Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the Center use the most recent version of the Student Life Disability Services Statement (syllabus, pg. 16), which was updated in August 2024.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Services website. 
f) Crocetta, Köhnlein; unanimously approved with five recommendations (in italics above).




4) Teaching and Learning Educational Studies 3300 (new course requesting GEN Foundation: LVPA)
a) The Subcommittee appreciates the effort to create a course on this topic and believes that it will be of great interest to students. As outlined below, we are requesting additional information to help us complete our review and updates to align the syllabi with university directives.
b) The Subcommittee requests that the department provide a cover letter that details the changes made to the course proposal documents as a result of the following feedback.
c) The Subcommittee requests that the department obtain concurrences from the Department of English and the Department of Comparative Studies.
d) [bookmark: _Hlk177764150]The Subcommittee asks that the department include in the syllabus (in-person and DL syllabi p. 2-3.) a single paragraph following the listing of the GEN goals and ELOS that explains how this course, in particular, meets the goals and ELOs of the LVPA category, per a requirement of all GEN courses.  The Subcommittee offers the friendly observation that successful GEN course proposals often use some of their own responses from the GEN form as the inspiration for this brief, student-friendly paragraph. 
e) The Subcommittee asks that the department provide additional information in the GE form regarding how the goals and ELOs of the GEN Foundation: Literary, Visual, and Performing Arts category will be met by students in the DL version of the course.  They note that two major assignments from the in-person version of the course (the Live-Action Assignment and the Final Paper) are cited on the GEN form as tools for assessing students’ understanding of ELOs 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, and 2.2.   However, since these assignments do not appear on the DL syllabus, it is unclear how students in the DL version will be assessed on these ELOs.
f) The Subcommittee requests that the department remove the “Relation to Other Courses” section of the syllabus (in-person syllabus p. 1-2; online syllabus p. 2).  If this course is approved as a GEN LVPA course, it will be a part of that category, and not simply related to it.  Furthermore, any reference to the GEL Literature category could be confusing for students, as this course cannot be approved in that category (the University stopped accepting proposals for GEL courses in AU21). 
g) The Subcommittee requests that the department add the following statement to the syllabus, as requested by the Department of Theatre, Film, and Media Arts: “This course does not contribute to Film Studies major or minor requirements.”
h) The Subcommittee asks that the department use the most recent version of the Student Life Disability Services Statement (in-person syllabus, p. 7; DL syllabus p. 11), which was updated in August 2024.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Services website or the Undergraduate Education website.
i) [bookmark: _Hlk163932866][bookmark: _Hlk187531804][bookmark: _Hlk177734729]Changes to University policies recently (03-01-2024) necessitated that the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee update the list of required syllabus statements for all syllabi to include a new statement on religious accommodations.  The new version is a result of a directive by the Executive Vice President and Provost and can be found here on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Services website or the Undergraduate Education website.  The Subcommittee thanks the department for replacing the previous statement found on pg. 9 of the syllabus.  Please note that the link at the bottom of the statement (“Policy: Religious Holidays, Holy Days, and Observances”) must be included with the statement.  Furthermore, the subcommittee notes that the DL syllabus contains the correct statement but is missing the link noted above (“Policy: Religious Holidays, Holy Days, and Observances”).
j) The Subcommittee recommends that the department change the course’s pre-requisite to “English 1110 or completion of a GEN Foundation: WIL course”, as students are no longer required to take English 1110 as a part of their GE program.  
k) The Subcommittee recommends that the grading scale (in person and DL syllabus p. 5) be amended based on the following:
i) Ohio State does not have an official grading scale; instructors are welcome to use any grading scale that is appropriate for their course.
ii) The grade of “D-” is not an option at Ohio State and should not be listed; similarly, the grade of “F” is not an option at Ohio State and should be replaced with the grade of “E”.
iii) In most GEN syllabi, a grading scale is used to demonstrate the percentages and/or the number of points that students must earn/accumulate to receive a given letter grade for the course (e.g. A: 93-100, A-: 90-92, B+:87-89, etc. and/or A: 465-500 points, A-: 450-464 points, B+: 435-449 points, etc.).  The numbers given here seem to be those used for calculating a student’s Grade Point Average (GPA).  If the department wishes to include a grading scale on the syllabus, the subcommittee recommends using one of these formats to provide clarity for students
l) The Subcommittee recommends that the department refer students with a family or personal emergency to the Student Advocacy Center rather than the Office of Student Life, which is a larger “umbrella” administrative office and does not provide services directly to students (in-person syllabus p. 6).
m) The Subcommittee recommends that the department update their information on the Writing Center (in-person syllabus p. 7, DL syllabus p. 8), as the link and location information are out of date.
n)  The Subcommittee recommends that the department use the most recent version of the Mental Health Statement (syllabus, p. 10), as the name and phone number of the Suicide/Crisis hotline have changed.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the ASCCAS website or the Undergraduate Education website.
o) The Subcommittee recommends that the department use the most recent University-approved version of the Diversity Statement (syllabus, p. 10-11; DL syllabus p. 12-13), which was updated in AU 24 with additional protected categories.  The updated statement can be found in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Assessment Services website or the Undergraduate Education website. 
p) The Subcommittee declined to vote on the course at this time.


